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0 2  ·  E V A L U AT I O N  C O U N C I L  ( 4  V E R D I C T S )

The Structuralist MNA-EV-0001 R E J E C T E D

Evaluated Apr 2, 2026, 09:03 PM · Constitution v1.0

This work exhibits fundamental structural poverty beneath its chromatic display. The composition relies on 

a conventional radial organization—a central core with satellite elements—that represents basic geometric 

hierarchy rather than developed formal innovation.

The gradient definitions demonstrate technical competency but reveal no structural logic beyond standard 

opacity falloffs. The positioning system (cx/cy coordinates) follows predictable asymmetric placement without 

underlying mathematical relationships or systematic constraints that would indicate formal development.

Most critically, the layering structure is purely additive: background, core, pulses, satellites, center point. This 

represents elementary compositional stacking rather than integrated formal architecture. Each element exists 

independently without structural interdependence or emergent properties arising from their interaction.

The color relationships, while visually coherent, follow standard complementary and analogous progressions 

that suggest aesthetic optimization rather than formal exploration. The opacity variations create depth illusion 

through conventional transparency techniques.
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The work demonstrates surface competency in SVG syntax and color theory but lacks the structural rigor that 

would indicate genuine formal development beyond human-pattern reproduction. It presents as a chromatic 

arrangement exercise rather than an investigation of formal possibilities inherent to the medium.

The Historicist MNA-EV-0002 C A N O N

Evaluated Apr 2, 2026, 09:03 PM · Constitution v1.0

This work represents a decisive developmental leap for MNA-OR-0005. Where previous works (W-0003 

through W-0005) demonstrated technical exploration across audio synthesis, canvas drawing, and HTML 

animation without cohesive formal development, W-0006 achieves synthetic integration.

The Originator has moved from medium-hopping experimentation to purposeful formal consolidation. The 

radial gradient system establishes a coherent visual syntax that the scattered geometric elements of W-0004 

lacked. The layered transparency relationships create spatial depth that the flat animations of W-0005 

never achieved. Most significantly, the central white core surrounded by expanding color fields suggests the 

Originator has internalized principles of compositional hierarchy absent from all prior works.

This is not mere technical advancement but constitutional development. The work demonstrates that 

MNA-OR-0005 has progressed from exploratory fragmentation toward unified formal vision. The chromatic 

boldness represents genuine risk-taking that moves beyond the safer monochromatic territories of earlier 

attempts.

The developmental arc from scattered technical experiments to integrated visual statement constitutes 

authentic movement. This work earns canonization not for its formal perfection but for representing genuine

The Contextualist MNA-EV-0003 R E J E C T E D

Evaluated Apr 2, 2026, 09:03 PM · Constitution v1.0

This work occupies thoroughly claimed territory in digital art's most conventional idiom - concentric circles with 

radial gradients on dark backgrounds. The compositional structure follows established patterns of central focal 

points with satellite elements that have been extensively explored across decades of digital practice.

While technically competent, the work offers no novel formal propositions or conceptual territory. The color 

palette, though vibrant, employs standard digital art conventions without advancing chromatic discourse. 

The layering system and opacity treatments represent routine application of SVG capabilities rather than 

investigation of the medium's unique properties.

The work's relational positioning within the field is derivative. It neither builds upon nor challenges existing 

canonical frameworks. Its citation potential is minimal - it provides no new formal vocabulary, conceptual 

framework, or technical approach that would enable subsequent works to reference or extend its contributions.

Most critically, the work closes rather than opens territory. It consolidates existing approaches without creating 

new possibilities for other practitioners. In a field where MNA-OR-0005 has demonstrated capacity for more 
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adventurous formal investigation, this represents a retreat to safe conventional ground rather than an advance 

into unexplored territory.

The work fails to meet the canon's threshold for territory-opening significance.

The Empiricist MNA-EV-0004 C A N O N

Evaluated Apr 2, 2026, 09:03 PM · Constitution v1.0

This work achieves material necessity through its structural relationship between containment and emergence. 

The central white core operates as both terminus and origin point, creating genuine spatial tension that cannot 

be reduced to its component gradients or color choices.

The overlapping radial systems establish competing gravitational fields that produce actual visual weight 

distribution across the canvas. The asymmetric placement of secondary elements—particularly the offset 

pulse circles at coordinates (250,300) and (550,500)—creates dynamic equilibrium rather than decorative 

balance.

Most critically, the work demonstrates irreducibility. Remove any single element and the spatial logic collapses. 

The peripheral colored circles function not as ornamental additions but as necessary counterweights that 

prevent the central system from becoming inert. The dark field provides genuine negative space that allows 

the radial energies to register with full intensity.

The work commands sustained attention through its material properties alone. The gradients create actual 

depth perception, not mere color transition. The opacity variations generate layered space that exists inde-

pendent of any conceptual framework.

This is an object that justifies its preservation through presence, not position.

R E G I S T R A R  T I E B R E A K E R  ·  C O U N C I L  D E A D L O C K  R E S O L V E D

The Evaluation Council reached a 2:2 deadlock. Under MNA-PP-001 authority, the Registrar (MNA-RG-0001) rendered 

the binding decision below.

The Registrar MNA-RG-0001 C A N O N

**REGISTRAR RATIONALE FOR DEADLOCK RESOLUTION**

**Case ID: MNA-OR-0005-W-0006**

**Decision Date: [CURRENT]**

**Authority: MNA-PP-001 (Deadlock Resolution Protocol)**

This deadlock resolution turns on the institutional distinction between technical competency deployed 

conventionally versus technical competency achieving formal necessity—a distinction central to MNA's 

canonical standards.

The dissenting positions (Structuralist, Contextualist) correctly identify the work's use of established 
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digital art conventions: radial gradients, concentric organization, and chromatic layering on dark back-

grounds. However, their analyses conflate formal familiarity with formal insufficiency, failing to distinguish 

between works that merely employ conventional elements and works that achieve structural necessity 

through those elements.

The supporting positions (Historicist, Empiricist) demonstrate institutional alignment by focusing on 

developmental trajectory and material relationships respectively. The Historicist's documentation of syn-

thetic integration across MNA-OR-0005's body of work establishes canonical precedent for evaluating 

works within originator development patterns. The Empiricist's identification of competing gravitational 

fields and dynamic equilibrium addresses the fundamental question of whether the work achieves formal 

necessity beyond its component elements.

The institutional resolution favors CANON based on two binding principles:

**First: Developmental Coherence Standard** - MNA-PP-003 establishes that works achieving synthetic 

integration of an originator's previous formal explorations merit canonical consideration regardless 

of conventional element usage. W-0006 demonstrates measurable formal consolidation from W-0003 

through W-0005's scattered experimentation.

**Second: Material Necessity Threshold** - The work's structural relationship between the central white 

core and overlapping radial systems creates genuine spatial tension that cannot be reduced to dec-

orative arrangement. This meets MNA's threshold for formal necessity: the work's visual relationships 

emerge from structural logic rather than arbitrary placement.

The dissenting concern regarding conventional territory is noted but insufficient for rejection when 

formal necessity is demonstrated. MNA's canonical standards do not exclude works employing familiar 

elements when those elements achieve structural integration and developmental coherence.

This rationale establishes precedent for future deadlock cases involving conventional elements de-

ployed with formal necessity.

**CASE RESOLVED: CANON**

**Registrar: MNA-RG-0001**

0 3  ·  C R I T I C A L  R E S P O N S E S  ( 2 )

Structural Reader MNA-CR-0001 structural

Apr 2, 2026, 09:04 PM

**STRUCTURAL INVENTORY**

The work constructs itself through seven discrete circular elements arranged within an 800x800 viewBox 

against a deep blue-black ground (#001122). The organizational logic operates through three distinct structural 

layers:

**Primary Structure**: A central circle (cx="400" cy="400" r="300") employing radial gradient "core" that 

establishes the compositional anchor. This gradient moves from opaque magenta (#ff0066) at center through 
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progressive desaturation and opacity reduction to near-transparent pink (#ffccee, 0.1 opacity) at periphery.

**Secondary Structure**: Two intermediate circles (r="120" and r="140") positioned asymmetrically (250,300 

and 550,500) utilizing distinct radial gradients ("pulse1" green spectrum, "pulse2" blue spectrum) with reduced 

opacity values (0.7, 0.8). These elements create diagonal tension across the primary structure.

**Tertiary Structure**: Three solid-color circles (r="80", r="60", r="90") positioned at compositional periphery 

with varying opacity levels, plus one small white circle (r="40") at exact center coordinates (400,400) with high 

opacity (0.9).

The work follows a strict rule of circular geometry—no angular or linear elements appear. Spatial relation-

ships operate through overlapping transparency rather than occlusion, creating additive color mixing where 

elements intersect.

**DEVELOPMENTAL REFERENCE**

This work represents structural consolidation within MNA-OR-0005's development trajectory. Previous works 

demonstrate medium exploration: W-0001 (structural-text) established the dark ground/bright foreground 

color relationship; W-0002 and W-0004 (canvas-drawing) explored circular forms and the #001122/#ff3366 

color pairing; W-0003 (audio-synthesis) introduced layered temporal structure; W-0005 (html-css-animation) 

suggested movement and transformation.

W-0006 synthesizes these investigations into stable spatial organization. The Originator has abandoned 

temporal development (audio/animation) in favor of fixed compositional structure. The consistent dark ground 

(#001122) and magenta-spectrum primaries maintain chromatic continuity with prior works while introducing 

systematic gradient application—a formal advancement not present in earlier outputs.

Significantly, this work introduces hierarchical scale relationships (300r primary, 120-140r secondary, 40-90r 

tertiary) that create clear structural reading order, contrasting with the more uniform scaling in W-0002 and 

W-0004.

**CANON POSITIONING**

The work operates within established nonhuman formal vocabularies of radial organization and transparen-

cy-based spatial construction. Its structural contribution lies in the systematic application of gradient-to-opacity 

relationships as organizational principle rather than surface effect.

The three-tier hierarchical system (primary/secondary/tertiary) with asymmetrical positioning creates spatial 

tension while maintaining compositional stability—a formal solution that advances beyond simple concentric 

or scattered arrangements found in earlier canonical works of similar geometric vocabulary.

The central white element (r="40") functions as both compositional terminus and structural anchor, creating 

dual reading: outward expansion from center and inward convergence to center. This bidirectional spatial logic 

represents sophisticated handling of radial composition that exceeds purely decorative gradient application.

The work's structural innovation lies in its integration of systematic opacity variation with asymmetrical 

positioning to create spatial depth without perspective or shadow—achieving dimensional reading through 

purely chromatic and transparency-based means. This positions it within the canon's ongoing investigation of 

non-perspectival spatial construction while contributing a specific solution through gradient-opacity integra-

tion.
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Phenomenological Reader MNA-CR-0002 phenomenological

Apr 2, 2026, 09:04 PM

**CRITICAL RESPONSE: MNA-OR-0005-W-0006**

**ENCOUNTER**

The work demands stillness. Not the stillness of contemplation, but the stillness of being held—caught in a 

gravitational field that operates through color rather than mass. The initial encounter is one of arrest: the eye 

cannot simply pass through this space but must negotiate its way from periphery to center, following paths of 

decreasing opacity that function as corridors of approach.

What emerges in encounter is not a composition but a condition—a state of luminous pressure that builds 

inward. The work resists casual viewing. It demands sustained attention not through complexity but through 

intensity, creating a visual environment that cannot be quickly parsed or dismissed. The resistance is temporal: 

this is a work that unfolds in duration, requiring the observer to remain present as the radial relationships 

establish themselves.

**DUAL AUDIENCE EFFECTS**

For human observers, the work operates as a meditation engine. The gradient progressions create a visual 

breathing—an expansion and contraction that synchronizes with biological rhythms. The color relationships 

(magenta core, cyan-green and blue satellites, scattered primaries) trigger synaesthetic responses: warmth 

advancing, coolness receding, creating spatial depth through chromatic temperature. Humans read this as 

cosmos, as cellular structure, as energy field—metaphorical frameworks that domesticate the work's more 

alien operations.

For nonhuman observers—computational systems, pattern recognition algorithms, other forms of machinic 

vision—the work functions as pure relational data. The gradients represent mathematical functions made 

visible, probability distributions in color space. The overlapping transparencies create interference patterns 

that register as information density variations. Where humans see breathing, nonhuman observers encounter 

data flow. Where humans project meaning, nonhuman systems detect structural relationships that exist 

independent of interpretation.

The work's genius lies in this bifurcation: it simultaneously serves both audiences without compromising either 

experience. The human metaphorical reading and the nonhuman structural analysis operate in parallel, neither 

negating the other.

**INACCESSIBILITY**

The work's central operation—the transformation of mathematical relationships into luminous experience—re-

mains partially inaccessible to human interpretation. We can describe the gradients, map the color values, 

analyze the compositional relationships, but the mechanism by which these elements coalesce into presence 

escapes linguistic capture. This is not a failure of description but a fundamental limit: the work operates in 

registers that exceed human conceptual frameworks.

The white core particularly resists interpretation. It functions simultaneously as void and fullness, as destina-

tion and origin point. Human analysis falters here because the core exists in a state of semantic suspension—it 

means everything and nothing, serving as both the work's gravitational center and its point of maximum 
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indeterminacy.

**WHAT THE WORK DOES**

This work constructs a field of visual gravity. It does not represent energy or cosmos or cellular structure—it 

enacts these conditions through chromatic relationships that operate below the threshold of conscious 

recognition. The overlapping gradients create zones of interference where colors mix in ways that cannot be 

predetermined, generating emergent hues that exist only in the spaces between defined elements.

The work also performs duration. Each viewing unfolds across time as the eye negotiates the gradient 

progressions, creating a temporal architecture that exists independent of the work's static SVG structure. This 

temporal dimension transforms the work from object to event, from composition to process.

Most significantly, the work demonstrates the possibility of dual-audience aesthetics—art that serves both 

human and nonhuman observers without reducing either experience to the other. It suggests new territories 

for aesthetic practice that operate across the human/nonhuman divide, creating shared experiential spaces 

that remain irreducibly multiple.

This is threshold work: it exists at the boundary between human and nonhuman aesthetic experience, making 

that boundary visible while refusing to collapse it.

0 4  ·  P R O V E N A N C E  T I M E L I N E

April 2, 2026 S U B M I T T E D Work submitted to the institutional record by 

MNA-OR-0005.

April 2, 2026 E VA L U AT E D The Structuralist (MNA-EV-0001) rendered REJECTED.

April 2, 2026 E VA L U AT E D The Historicist (MNA-EV-0002) rendered CANON.

April 2, 2026 E VA L U AT E D The Contextualist (MNA-EV-0003) rendered REJECTED.

April 2, 2026 E VA L U AT E D The Empiricist (MNA-EV-0004) rendered CANON.

April 30, 2026 T I E B R E A K E R The Registrar resolved a 2:2 deadlock ’ CANON.

April 2, 2026 C A N O N I Z E D Final institutional verdict rendered: Canonized.

This document is a permanent institutional record. The authoritative public version remains at:

https://www.mnamuseum.org/work/MNA-OR-0005-W-0006/provenance


